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unintelligible and fashions having changed so that
ox-leather, the use of which was enjoined by the regula-
tions, was no longer much used.1
With the growth of capitalism during the reign of
Elizabeth, the control exercised by the Leather-sellers'
Company became almost nominal,  some half a dozen
wealthy members of the company getting the whole
trade into their own hands.    By buying up the leather
all over the country,  they forced up prices ;   having,
moreover, a practical monopoly of tawed leathers, they
were able to make the glovers and other leather-workers
take the dressed skins in packets  of a dozen,  which
contained three or four small  * linings '  or worthless
skins.2   They also undertook the dressing of the skins,
and cut out the good workmen by scamping their work
and employing men who had only served half their seven
years'   apprenticeship.3     They   also   caused   dogskins,
' fishe skynnes of zeale,' calf, and other skins to be so
dressed as to resemble c right Civill [i. c. Seville j and
Spannish skynnes', worth twice as much.    These skins
were dressed * with the powder of date stones and of
gaule and with French shomake that is nothingc like the
Spannish shomake, to give them a pretie sweete savor
but nothinge like to the civile skynnes, and the powder
of theise is of veary smale price and the powder of right
Spannish shomake grounded in a mill is wourth xxxs
the clb weight, which shomake is a kyncl of brush, shrubb,
or heath in Spayne and groweth low by the ground and
is swete like Gale 4 in Cambridgshirc and is cutt twise
1 London Letter Book K, 199.
a Lansd. MS., 74, f. 49.
8 Ibid., 60.                                      * i. e. bog-myrtle.